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American Silver Early seventeenth century 

Lent by Philip L. Spalding, the First Church of Boston, and the Second Church of Dorchester 



Minor Arts in New England, 1620 

IN the Evans Memorial Galleries, Picture 
Reserve I, a number of seventeenth century 
objects are now on exhibition which are of special 
interest in this year of the tercentenary celebration 
of the establishment of Plymouth Colony. 

Although the collection is small in number, 
there are examples of furniture, silver and pewter, 
some of which have the interest both of fine 
craftsmanship and of association with the founders 
of New England. 

The well-known silver standing cup of the First 
Church of Boston is placed here with English, 
Dutch and American silver of the early seventeenth 
century. This splendid cup bears London marks 
for the year 1610-1611, and the face of the upper 
edge is inscribed : " The gift of Jn° Winthrop to 
ye i l Church in Boston/* Governor Winthrop 



was one of the founders of that church in 

1630. 

In the accompanying illustration the Winthrop 
cup stands in the centre with an American cup 
standing at each side. These three pieces arc 
owned by the First Church of Boston. The 
caudle cup, or two-handled cup, at the right was 
lent by the Second Church of Dorchester, and 
that at the left by Mr. Philip L. Spalding. All 
except the Winthrop cup are the work of Hull 
and Sanderson, the earliest American silversmiths 
— John Hull, 1624-1683. and Robert Sander- 
son, 1610-1 693. The names, "standing cup" and 
" caudle cup,** are those of general usage, as these 
pieces often came directly, by gift or bequest, 
from secular to sacramental use. 

In furniture there are two pieces of direct early 
Plymouth association, — a chest and a cradle which 
were, incidentally, the two most important objects 
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Armchair made about I 620 
Lent by Dwight Blaney 

of furniture in the home of the colonist. The 
chest is simply panelled in English oak in Jacobean 
style and has a brass inscription plate affixed in 
1830. The inscription traces the succession of 
ownership by descendants of Governor Edward 



Winslow and states that it was brought to Plymouth 
by Edward Winslow, December 22, 1 620, in 
the Mayflower. 

The cradle from Plymouth is also English of the 
late sixteenth or early seventeenth century, and was 
brought to Plymouth, it is believed, by the Fuller 
family. It is almost of Puritan plainness, but its 
balustered hood recalls the early colonists who, 
because of their slight breach of the restrictions 
against richness in dress were reprimanded " for 
going as far as they may." 

A collection of photographs on exhibition treats 
of Plymouth in 1 620 and its points of historical 
interest to-day. Furniture in the same section indi- 
cates the change of style through and to the end of 
the seventeenth century. E. J. H. 

Dr. Lacey D. Caskey, Curator of Classical 
Art at the Museum, has been granted six months' 
leave of absence for study in Greece, and left 
America on September 1 4. Dr. Caskey is a 
former student of the American School of Classical 
Studies at Athens, and is to be the guest of the 
School during his stay in Greece. He is accom- 
panied on his return thither by Dr. B. H. Hill, 
Director of the School and formerly Assistant 
Curator of Classical Art at this Museum. Dr. 
Caskey has for some time been engaged on a 
study of the artistic methods of the Greek potters, 
based on the discovery by Mr. Jay Hambidge of 
their use of proportions based on area, and before 
leaving completed the manuscript of an illustrated 
book on this topic, entitled "The Geometry of 
Greek Vases." It is hoped that this volume may 
appear during the coming season. 




A Plymouth Cradle 
Lent by Chauncey C, Nash 



